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First step towards
mission

manne

GSLV Mark-11l
Launch
Successful

lhoy.h!su@timesgroup.com

Sriharikota: This rocket
didn’t put a satellite in orbit.

In fact, its payload plunged -

into the Bay of Bengal 20 min-
utes after the vehicle lifted off
from Sriharikota. And that
made it a success, for it was
the first step to India’s
manned space mission.

The Indian Space Re-
search Organization (Isro)
achieved a success of a differ-
ent kind on Thursday when
its GSLV Mark-I1I on a subor-
bital experimental flight car-
ried an unmanned crew mod-
ule which was ejected at a
height of 126km. Re-entering
theatmosphere, its parachut-
es ensured a soft-thud on the
sea. Recovered by the Indian
Coast Guard, the Crew Mod-
ule Atmospheric Re-entry
Experiment (CARE) will un-
dergo tests to ascertain its ef-
ficiency in bringing back fu-
ture astronauts from India.

“Everything went as per
plan,” said Isro chief K Rad-
hakrishnan. “Afteradecade of
developing the GSLV MKk-II,
we have tasted the first succe-
ss of an experimental flight.
The performances of the solid
and liquid stages were as expe-
cted. The unmanned crew mo-
dule worked extremely well.”

GSLV Mark-I11, weighing
630.5 tonnes — the heaviest
rocket to be made by Isro —
lifted off from the second
launch pad of Satish Dhawan
Space Centre at 9.30am. De-
signed not to take the payload
to a higher orbit, the rocket
had a dummy cryogenic en-
gine. The rocket went
through the stage separa-
tions as planned and, 20 min-
utes later, ejected the crew
module at an altitude of 126
km at a velocity of 5.3km per
sec. The module re-entered
the atmosphere at 80km and
plunged into the Bay of Ben-
gal,about 180km from the An-
daman & Nicobar Islands.

For once, there was some-
thing more exciting than the
launch — the recovery of the
payload. CARE was fitted
with a system that eludes a

The GSLV Mk-1ll being launched from Satish Dhawan Space Centre in
Sriharikota. For steps to download the Alive app, see P 13

India’s 1st space traveller
- heaves a sigh of relief

Mumbai: As India successfully tested the heaviest launch
vehicle GSLV Mk-I11, there was a sense of relief for 56-year-old
Rakesh Sharma, the first Indian to travel in space. Having been a
partof the Indo-Soviet manned spaceflight programme in April
1984, Sharma had always expressed disappointment that the
government was not giving the ‘go’ for the mission. “Itis agreat
startand a significant step towards implementing a human
space flight programme. In my view, this success, in the very first
attemptitself, proves that Isro has reached a stage which could
mark the beginning of the journey of the Indian manned
programme,” he told TOl, a few minutes after the splashdown of
the crew module in the Bay of Bengal. But Sharma warned that it
should not be become a “stop-start-stop” programme. “Now, the
programme has to be implemented. A manned space flight
programme is a natural follow up,” he said.

Sharma said an Indian manned spaceflight programme will
employ cutting-edge technology and the mission will stretch be-
yond low Earth orbitto Moon and Mars. “It has to be apartofa
global collaborative effort as no single nation has the resource to
undertake such a projecton its own.” Srinivas Laxman

chemical that turns the sea
water at the point of impacta
fluorescent green. This was
fortheoverflyingDornierair-
craft to spot it even if its bea-

con and GPS tracker failed.
But the signals were loud and
clear as the Indian Coast

‘Guard vessel Samudra Pahe-

radar made adeft approach.
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I T-Kanpur prof appointed new DST secretary

Hindustan Times (Gurgaon)

NEW DELHI: The Cabinet appointments committee has approved the appointment of prof Ashutosh Sharma,
department of chemical engineering, IIT Kanpur, as secretary of the department of science and technology. The post had
been lying vacant for several months after the retirement of T Ramasami. However, the post of CSIR director general,
that has been technically lying vacant for almost a year has been put on hold because of allegations of conflict of interest
against a member of the search-cumselection committee.

Smriti lIrani to oversee HRD ministry's answers

Human Resource Development Minister Smriti Irani will personally oversee answers to questions from Parliament to
her ministry.

http://www.deccanherald.com/content/448531/smriti-irani-oversee-hrd-ministrys.html

Also, replies sent to Parliament in the name of her two junior ministers Upendra Kushwaha and Ram Shankar Katheria
will now be sent in Irani’s name. The two ministers of state(MoSs) will however be shown replies concerning the
departments under their responsibilities before they are dispatched to Parliament with Irani’s approval.

The HRD minister allocated work to Kushwaha and Katheria in November soon after they joined the ministry.

According to an office order issued on November 18, Katheria was put in charge of the department of higher education’s
schemes meant for students belonging to the minority community and north eastern region as well as schemes meant
for students belonging to scheduled castes, scheduled tribes and other backward classes.

Smriti Irani bows out of All is Well

http://indianexpress.com/article/entertainment/screen/smriti-irani-bows-out-of-all-is-well/

Contrary to the reports that the producers of All is Well have replaced Smiriti Irani, the fact is that the parting
was mutual and amicable. Irani had started shooting for the film in November, 2013 but due to some unforeseen
circumstances the shoot could not be concluded within the originally planned time frame. Thereafter, she was
inducted as the Union Cabinet as Minister for Human Resource Development in May, 2014 and has since then
tried her utmost to complete the project, but due to certain problems, she had to bow out of the film.

“It is really sad, but I had to take this decision as I have a larger role to fulfil. | understand that the team has to
make changes due to my exit. I tried to rework my schedule and shoot every weekend which my co-stars
graciously agreed to as well, but for logistical reasons that did not materialise. Given the circumstances,
Bhushan Kumar has graciously allowed me to bow out of the project,” said Irani.

Producer Bhushan Kumar said that he was happy that the other actors — Rishi Kapoor, Abhishek and Asin were
very supportive and accommodated their dates to complete the film.

The team has yet to decide the future course of action. Deliberations are on whether to add a twist to the story or
to reshoot Irani’s part with another actor or carry on from where the actress had left. Till now the makers
maintain that her part will not be deleted. The shoot for the film resumes from January next year and it will be
released on July 3, 2015. - See more at: http://indianexpress.com/article/entertainment/screen/smriti-irani-bows-
out-of-all-is-well/#sthash.RpoetWzE.dpuf
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UGC to varsities: Observe Christmas day as "Good
Governance Day’

http://post.jagran.com/ugc-to-varsities-observe-christmas-day-as-good-governance-day-1418922053

However, in communication sent to all vice chancellors, UGC has made it clear the competition on oratory be organised
before the universities and colleges go for Christmas vacation."...a competition on oratory be organised in such a
manner that it does not disturb the Christmas holidays and all activities regarding this must be completed before the
Christmas break of colleges and universities under your jurisdiction," it said.

The communication, though, does not mention about a seminar in connection with the observence of the 'Good
Governance Day', a communication on which has been sent by the Ministry to all central universities.

The Union HRD Ministry courted controversy over a circular by Navodya Vidyalaya Samiti (NVS) asking all its schools to
observe December 25 -- Christmas day -- as 'Good Governance Day' that led to an uproar in Parliament.

While HRD Minister Smriti Irani maintained that schools would remain closed on that day, Congress threatened to move

privilege motion against Parliamentary Affairs Minister Venkaiah Naidu and Irani, alleging that they had misled the
Parliament over circulars issued to schools for events on December 25.

I1'T-G talks sustainable design in tech conference

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/guwahati/lIT-G-talks-sustainable-design-in-tech-
conference/articleshow/45554062.cms

Guwahati: Over 400 delegates from academia and industry attended the 5th International and 26th All India
Manufacturing, Technology, Design and Research (AIMTDR) conference here recently.

The conference was organized by the Indian Institute of Technology, Guwahati (lIT-G).

Speaking at the inaugural function, held in [IT-G's Bhupen Hazarika auditorium, Amitabha Ghosh, former director of IIT
Kharagpur, stressed on the need for interdisciplinary research and modification of manufacturing curricula in academic
institutions.

[IT-G director Gautam Biswas and A K Chattopadhyay of IT-Kharagpur also addressed the gathering.

A total of 22 invited lectures was presented at the conference.

Some of the notable speakers from academia included Kornel Ehmann, Shiv G Kapoor and Marc Madou from USA,
Hocheng from Taiwan and V Radhakrishnan, former professor of IIT Madras and IIST, Trivandrum.

Organizers said a total of 316 papers was presented at the conference by young and senior engineers and scientists.
On the last day of the conference, M Rahman of National University of Singapore delivered the Professor Amitabha

Bhattachraya Memorial Lecture. He advocated sustainable manufacturing which does not harm the environment. He
emphasized the role of revolutionary and evolutionary innovation to achieve sustainable manufacturing.
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[1'T-G Staff Demonstrate Demanding Dean's Dismissal

http://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/l1T-G-Staff-Demonstrate-Demanding-Deans-
Dismissal/2014/12/18/article2577627.ece

GUWAHATI: The Dean Academic Affairs Prof Alok Kumar Ghosal of the Indian Institute of Technology
(IIT)-Guwahati, arrested in connection with the alleged rape of a subordinate staff, has been placed under
suspension.

Spokesman of 11T-G, Labanu Konwar told reporters today that the Dean of Academic Affairs and Professor in
the Chemical Engineering Department, Alok Kumar Ghosal has been placed under suspension yesterday.

"After careful examination of facts and witnesses, we had called him on December 15, the night before his
arrest, and started interrogation with evidence," he said.

The office staff of the Indian Institute of Technology (11T)-Guwahati today held a dharna in the premier
engineering institution demanding dismissal from service of its Dean Academic Affairs Prof Alok Kumar
Ghosal arrested for alleged rape of a subordinate staff.

The staff members with placards shouted slogans demanding service of Prof Ghosal be terminated immediately
and safety of women be ensured in the campus.

Pressing for maintenance of healthy work condition, they demanded Ghosal be "hanged"” and that he should not
be allowed to enter the 11T-G campus in future.

They also submitted a memorandum of their demands to the Director of the Institute Prof Gautam Ghosh.
Ghosal was arrested under section 376(2)(b) on December 16 and forwarded to judicial custody that day as he
confessed to everything before production in court and police custody was not required, according to Guwahati

City Senior Superintendent of Police A P Tiwari.

A case was registered by an office assistant against Prof Ghosal in the Panbazar Women Police station here
under 376(2)(b) IPC, Tiwari said.
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